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Rich tributes paid to Bangabandhu in Netherlands:
Demand for immediate extradition of absconding killers of Bangabandhu for execution of the court verdict
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The Hague: 15 August: Rich tributes were paid at a discussion arranged in observance of the 42nd martyrdom anniversary of the Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the National Mourning Day on 15August at the Bangladesh embassy in the Netherlands. Speakers at the meeting said, conspiracies are still on to destabilize the democratic process of Bangladesh. Some of the speakers accused Pakistan embassy and its intelligence service ISI for their engagement and conspiracies with their allies to create political turmoil and disturbance in Bangladesh, but they said, ‘the soldiers of Bangabandhu will foil their all conspiracies, as they defeated Pakistan in 1971’. Speakers reiterated the demand for bringing in the killers of Bangabandhu, who are still absconding, to execute the court verdict. 

Highlighting the significance of the Day, the meeting was addressed among others by Bikash Roy, General Secretary of EBF, local Awami League leaders, Shahadat Hossain Tapan, Mayeed Faruque, Mustafa Zaman, Murad Khan and Jainal Abedin. They urged all to work together under the able leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
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Bangladesh ambassador, Sheikh Mohammed Belal urged all to be part of nation building through engaging in a new kind of liberation war for realising what the father of the nation, Bangabandhu dreamt in his vision “Sonar Bangla”.  The Ambassador highlighted various aspects of the life of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and his contribution for the nation. Ambassador Belal Said that great personalities like Bangabandhu do not have death rather they are always alive in the hearts of the people. Ambassador, regretting his chance of not being there as a freedom fighter during our war of liberation, promised to dedicate each of his day for another kind of struggle to realise the dream of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
Pakistan, ISIS allegedly behind Rakhine imbroglio: Myanmar’s Mizzima

A Myanmar newspaper has pointed out a link between Pakistan and the radical group ISIS for the latest wave of violence in Rakhine State that resulted in a fresh influx of Rohingya refugees into Bangladesh, reports BD News24. The Mizzima newspaper, citing Indian and Bangladesh intelligence officials, said in a report that "the intelligence intercepted three long-duration calls between Hafiz Tohar, military wing chief of Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) on Aug 23 and 24, that hold the key to why the militant group unleashed the pre-dawn offensive against Myanmar security forces".
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Nearly 125,000 Rohingya refugees have fled to Bangladesh since Aug 25 following an army crackdown triggered by attacks by Rohingya insurgents in Buddhist-majority Myanmar's northwestern Rakhine State. According to the Mizzima report, the ARSA is determined to thwart national leader Aung Sung Suu Kyi's intentions to implement the Kofi Annan report that recommended for a durable solution to the decades-old crisis.

“The ARSA wants to brutalise the discourse in Rakhine and help re-militarise the area so that the narrative of torture and extra-judicial killings help them boost the level of jihad and find recruits,” the report said citing a top Bangladesh intelligence official who was not named. "Hafiz Tohar set up the Aqa Mul Mujahideen (AMM) and was trained in Pakistan by the dreaded Lashkar e Tayyaba (LET) after he was recruited by Abdul Qadoos Burmi, the chief of Harkat ul Jihad al Islami -Arakan (HUJI-A) from Kyauk Pyin Siek village of Maungdaw in 2014," according to the report. He merged his group into the ARSA after it was formed in the summer of 2016 and is widely believed to be behind the deadly attacks on Myanmar security forces from October 9-10 last year and on Aug 25 this year.

Following the training of a few initial recruits of the AMM in Pakistan, new cadres were recruited from among Rohingya youths in Rakhine and refugee camps in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazaar. They were then trained in camps set up on the Bangladesh-Myanmar border, especially one at Naikhongcherri in the Chittagong Hill Tracts of Bangladesh, Mizzima said. One "Major Salamat" of Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence, deputed for undercover operations with the LET, was responsible for these training during April-May 2016, according to the report.
                                           FACE BOOK BANS ARSA PROPAGANDA
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A dangerous organization", so Facebook calls the Rohingya rebel group ARSA. And therefore messages from this group in Myanmar are now blocked on the Facebook site. For his communication, ARSA uses a lot of social networks. Activists from Myanmar have already noticed that their messages were censored by Facebook. 
Facebook says that groups involved in terrorism, organized violence, massacre or organized hatred are blocked. The company also says that the deletion of messages from and about ARSA does not happen because the Government of Myanmar has asked for it. It's Facebook about ARSA's violent activities and not its political views.
 London Meeting: Recognize 25 March as ‘Genocide Day’ 
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A campaign meeting to get international community to recognise Bangladesh genocide was held on 3 September at Churchill College, East London by the International Forum for Secular Bangladesh. Keynote paper was presented by Forum’s central President, human rights activist Shahriar Kabir. He said, on 11 March, this year, the Bangladesh Parliament passed a resolution calling on the government to observe 25 March as Genocide Day. The government of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina approved the demand and said it would send two senior officials to the UN headquarters in New York and the UN Human Rights Council office in Geneva for international recognition of the day. The Forum has been observing this day for a number of years and have been demanding the day be named Bangladesh Genocide Day. (Photo: EBF President Ansar Ahmed Ullah speaking at the London meeting. Picture also shows among others, Shahriar Kabir, Abdul Gaffar Chowdhury, Syed Enamul Islam and Sultan Sharif)
During the nine-month-long Bangladesh Liberation War occupying Pakistani military killed up to 3 million innocent people and raped between 250,000 and 400,000 Bengali women in a systematic campaign of genocidal rape. Shahriar Kabir said we need the world community to recognise this crime committed in order to get justice for the victims and their families. The seminar was chaired by honourary President of the Forum Ishaque Kajol and conducted by executive President Sued Enam Islam. Guests in attendance were renowned columnist Abdul Gaffar Choudhury and pro-liberation activist Sultan Shariff. Ansar Ahmed Ullah of European Bangladesh Forum (EBF) also spoke on the occasion.
Bangladeshi-born IS leader’s firm financed attacks in Barcelona

[image: image7.jpg]N MEETING - M

¥

= glad

Comr

Keynote Speaker Shahriar Kabir

President Central Nirmul committee

Sunday, 37 September 2017 | Time: 4.30pm
London Churchill College, Whitechapel, East London




A network of companies established by a Bangladeshi-born senior IS leader financed the recent terrorist attacks in Spain, US investigators have revealed. A van ploughed into the crowds of pedestrians on a busy avenue in Barcelona on August 17, leaving 13 dead and over 130 injured. Just eight hours later, attackers struck again at the seaside resort of Cambrils when a car rammed into pedestrians, killing one person and injuring six others including a police officer. Citing FBI documents, The Sunday Times reported that one of the firms shipped surveillance equipment to Madrid which is believed to be linked to the development by IS of weaponised drones routed through the UK. The company appears to have been set up using the identity of a bogus director and shareholder called “Peter Soren”, which is believed to be an alias for Siful Sujan, a Bangladesh-origin IT expert and businessman behind the companies.

Sujan left south Wales three years ago with his family to join IS in Syria. He was later killed by a US drone strike. Sujan and his associates had set up the Ibacs network of companies, which offered website and printing services to restaurants and takeaways from its base in Cardiff. Even though Sujan was killed in a US drone strike in Syria in December 2015, according to the Pentagon, his network remained intact, which went on to fund several militant activities, even in Bangladesh. The Counter Terrorism and Transnational Crime unit of the police claimed Sujan funded New JMB activities and also assisted in recruiting.
Pakistani Poet demands trial of Pakistanis involved in 1971 genocide of Bangladesh
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Dhaka: The visiting Pakistani poet and human rights activist, Ahmed Salim demanded trial of Pakistanis involved in the Bangladesh genocide of 1971. Poet Salim urged young people of his country to work so that the government of Pakistan could realise the atrocities committed against humanity in 1971 in Bangladesh and to apologize to Bangladeshi people.  He said, the responsibility of the new generation of Pakistan is to bring the perpetrators of genocide to justice. Salim said that they will have to come forward to create public opinion on the issue of Pakistan government's apology to the people of Bangladesh for genocide in 1971. (Photo: Poet Salim standing right is seen shaking hands with Major General (Retd) Abdur Rashid at the program. Abdur Rashid was speaker at the EBF conference in Brussels on 11 July 2017).

He made the above statements at an event at Engineers' Institution of Dhaka recently at the Shahidjanani Jahanara Imam Memorial Commemorative Lecture and Memorial Medal distribution program. The program was organized by Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Committee.

On the occasion of Jahanara Imam's 23rd death anniversary the medal 'Jahanara Imam Smriti Padak' is being given this year to a Punjabi poem to promote the message of non-communal spirit and humanity in South Asia. The Institute of Conflict, Law and Development also received the award for  its contribution to creating awareness against militancy in the country. Poet Ahmad Salim went to jail for writing poetry against the massacre of Pakistani soldiers in 1971. In 2012, the Bangladesh government honored him as a foreign friend contributing to the War of Liberation. In the address entitled 'Condemnation of Bangladesh massacre in Pakistan', Poet Ahmad Salim said that poets of Punjab in 1971, wrote poetry in protest against massacre in Bangladesh, made statements in the newspapers, held meetings on the streets and went to jail for these reasons.

He was sentenced to six months imprisonment for writing poetry about Madhusudan Dey, owner of Madhur Kantin, and other martyrs who were killed by Pakistani army on March 25. Intellectuals Shami Kaiser, Dr Nuzhat Chowdhury and Tanvir Haider Chowdhury took part in the discussion.  President of the Ghatak (killer) Dalal Nirmul Committee, writer and journalist Shahriar Kabir said in the introduction of the program that people of Bangladesh want recognition of genocide and that the time has some for Pakistan to seek state-level apology.
   Militancy crushed, no fear of attack now

Dhaka: Bangladesh’s law enforcers claim to have destroyed the operational capacity of militants leading to hopes that there will be no more militant attacks at the moment. Bangladesh's Counter Terrorism and Transnational Crime unit's chief, Monirul Islam said that at a program organised by Crime Reporters' Association of Bangladesh at Dhaka Reporters' Unity recently.
“We have destroyed the operational capacity of militants. The operational capacity of the militants that grew last year is no more. We have destroyed it. There is no fear of any more militant attack at the moment,” he said. The biggest display of “operational capacity” of the militants was Dhaka café attack on July 1 last year, where 20 hostages, mostly foreigners, and two police officers were killed.      
Interpol identifies Bangladeshi-born Canadian as potential suicide bomber in Europe

Interpol is currently in pursuit of a Bangladeshi-born Canadian who is believed to have been trained by the Islamic State for suicide attacks in Europe, according to a Canadian media outlet Global News. Tabirul Hasib, 25, is among 173 Islamic State fighters Interpol has named as potential suicide bombers, based on data uncovered by US intelligence. The list was distributed amid concerns that, as Islamic State collapses in Syria and Iraq, it will attempt to send waves of trained operatives to the West to conduct attacks.
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The media outlet quoted Canada-based militancy researcher Prof Amarnath Amarasingam, who found the Bangladeshi-Canadian on the list, saying Interpol disseminated it because “they are scared of many of these guys sneaking into various countries to launch attacks.” Amarasingam said most of those named were Iraqis, who would “not really be on the radar of European law enforcement.” But he added that the list also included several Westerners, including Hasib.

The Guardian, which first reported on the list, said it was disseminated on May 27 and named fighters that “may have been trained to build and position improvised explosive devices in order to cause serious deaths and injuries. It is believed that they can travel internationally, to participate in terrorist activities.” A note attached to the list said those on it “have been identified through materials found in the hiding places of ISIL,” and added that “it emerges that those subjects may have manifested willingness to commit a suicidal attack or martyrdom to support Islam,” The Guardian reported. 
Former Toronto resident Hasib was part of a group of friends of Bangladeshi and Indian origin who were recruited in Toronto by André Poulin, a Muslim convert originally from Timmins, Ontario who called himself “Abu Muslim.” In July 2012, Hasib and three others, including one named Malik Abdul, flew to Lebanon to join the fight in Syria but their fathers went after them and convinced them to return to Canada. The incident was not reported to police at the time. Poulin died in Syria in 2013 and in July 2014, Hasib, Malik Abdul and at least one other recruit- both Bangladeshi-born Canadians- flew to Turkey and crossed into Syria at Tal Abyad on July 14, according to leaked Islamic State entry records.

Hasib’s Islamic State entry form noted he was single, wanted to be a fighter and had previously travelled to Bangladesh and Lebanon. His “Shariah level” was rated as “student.” The Interpol list also said Hasib joined Islamic State in July 2014 and that he used the nom de guerre “Abu Bakr Bangladeshi.” It named his mother, and said he lived at the “Battalion Guest Houses.” Amarasingam, an expert on foreign fighters and a senior research fellow at the Institute for Strategic Dialogue, said the Canadians had joined Islamic State with the help of former Mississauga resident Mohammed Ali, an Islamic State member in Syria. During the investigation into the “recruitment and radicalisation” of Hasib and his associates, Malik Abdul’s younger brother Kadir Abdul told police that he had remained in contact with Hasib on Facebook, according to court documents. (Courtesy: Tribune).                                        
               Rohingya crisis – urgent solution needed
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The Brussels based human rights group ‘International Crisis Group’ in a statement released on 27 August said the recent Rohingya insurgent attacks that killed soldiers and officials and perhaps their own member is a serious escalation of a ten-month-old crisis. According to the report in the early hours of 25 August, militants from Harakah al-Yaqin, a Rohingya insurgent group, that now refers to itself in English as the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) mounted coordinated attacks on 30 police posts and an army base in the north of Myanmar’s Rakhine state, in the townships of Maungdaw, Buthidaung and Rathedaung. In response, the military conducted “clearance operations” across the area. 
This episode represented serious escalation in the conflict and was preceded by a significant rise in tensions in northern Rakhine. The insurgent group launched its first operation in October 2016, when it conducted attack on border police bases in northern Rakhine state. A months-long, heavy-handed military response followed, including a new deployment of Myanmar army troops. As a result, some 87,000 Rohingya fled to Bangladesh and, in February 2017, a UN investigation concluded that there had been grave and widespread abuses by the military that “very likely” amounted to crimes against humanity.
The path to a long-term solution is clear, if challenging. It has been set out in considerable detail in the final report of the Kofi Annan-led Advisory Commission, released on 23 August and welcomed by the government. It involves addressing the legitimate grievances of the Rakhine, while ensuring freedom of movement, access to services and livelihoods, political participation and citizenship rights for the Rohingya. 

The current crisis was neither unpredicted nor unpreventable. The anti-Muslim violence of 2012, and the emergence of the new insurgent group last year were both clear signals that the volatile dynamics of Rakhine state urgently need a political, not just a security response to address the concerns of all communities in the state. Yet the Myanmar government has not moved quickly or decisively enough to remedy the deep, years-long policy failures that are leading some Muslims in Rakhine state to take up violence. These include extreme discrimination by Myanmar’s society and state as well as a progressive erosion of rights and barriers to obtaining critical identity and citizenship documents, the community’s disenfranchisement before the 2015 elections, its gradual marginalisation from social and political life, and rights abuses. 
There are clear lessons for the Myanmar government from the previous episodes of violence and from the present crisis. Crisis Group has noted repeatedly that an aggressive military response that is not part of a broader political strategy and policy framework will only worsen the situation. In the immediate future, if the military response is not to entrench worsening cycles of violence, it must respect the principle of proportionality and distinguish between insurgents and Rohingya civilians. It must provide protection to all civilians caught up in or fleeing the fighting. And it must provide unfettered access to humanitarian agencies and media to affected areas, lest it contribute to a dangerous, violent polarisation, increase alienation and despair, and enable provocative misinformation to take hold.

Crisis Group in its conclusion said the costs of failing to address the roots of the crisis increase every day. The impact will not fall only on Rakhine state, but on Myanmar, where anti-Muslim sentiment and Buddhist nationalism are on the rise, threatening fragile communal relations. The deepening crisis in Rakhine state threatens to sweep aside all other priorities, as it will continue to dominate both domestic debate and international engagement with Myanmar. By- Ansar Ahmed Ullah, EBF
Santu Larma for resisting persecution of minorities

[image: image11.png]


Bangladesh Adivasi Forum president Jyotirindra Bodhipriya Larma, better known as Santu Larma, on Wednesday urged all especially the young generation to strengthen the united movement against the persecution on ethnic and religious minority people. He called on them to foil the state-sponsored move of Islamisation of minority dominated areas. The movement has to be continued to realise same dignity and rights, said Santu, also president of Parbatya Chattagram Jana Sanghati Samiti. (Photo: Santu Larma along with others releases balloons at a rally in Dhaka recently marking International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples).
Presiding over a rally, Santu was addressing at Central Shaheed Minar in Dhaka to mark International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples. He said there would be no existence of ethnic minorities unless the state became non-sectarian, democratic and progressive. 

Civil aviation and tourism minister Rashed Khan Menon, who was the chief guest at the rally, said the Chittagong Hill Tracts Accord was done but peace has not been perpetuated there. The CHT Accord has not been implemented completely, he said. Land commission of the Chittagong Hill Tracts is yet to be effective while promise of complete withdrawal of army has not yet fulfilled, the minister said. He demanded to form a land commission to protect national minorities in plain lands against eviction from their land. (Courtesy: New Age)
Bangabandhu, who dreamt for a secular democratic Bangladesh

Location Algiers, capital city of Algeria. World leaders gathered there in 1973 to join the Non-aligned Summit. Bangladesh joined the Summit under the leadership of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the father of the Nation. The world has already known a new visionary leader whose physical stature was immense, voice redolent of thunder and a rare personality with amazing charisma. The world has already known that he was not only a leader of his people. His Bengali nationalism was the new emergence of Bengali civilization and culture. Sheikh Mujib is the hero of the Bengalis, in the past and in the times, that are.  He was himself an Institution, a movement and a revolution. In the Summit was present another revolutionary world leader, Fidel Castro of Cuba. When Castro met Bangabandhu at the summit, he embraced him and said, “I have not seen the Himalayas. But I have seen Sheikh Mujib. In personality and in courage, this man is Himalayas. I have thus had the experience of witnessing the Himalayas.” What a compliment from a world leader like Castro for one of the greatest sons of all the time, Bangabandhu, friend of Bengal, a true friend, guide and pathfinder of his own people. In August 1971, TIME magazine wrote about Bangabandhu, “A man of vitality and vehemence, Mujib became the political Gandhi of the Bengalis, symbolizing their hopes and voicing their grievances. Not even Pakistan's founder, Mohammed Ali Jinnah, drew the million-strong throngs that Mujib has attracted in Dacca. Nor, for that matter, has any subcontinent politician since Gandhi's day spent so much time behind bars for his political beliefs’’. “Saluting an icon of democracy, a towering personality and a great friend of India, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,’’ wrote Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India on his tweet after paying homage to the Bangladesh's founding father at 32 Number in Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

But the unprecedented popularity of Bangabandhu within and beyond Bangladesh, his emergence as a world leader, his thoughts, ideology for a free, independent, golden Bengal, a democratic and secular Bangladesh could not make some vested quarters and individuals happy, who from the very beginning of the Liberation War in 1971 continued hatching conspiracies to overthrow him from power. There were insiders who joined in such conspiracy to overthrow Bangabandhu. Among them the most notorious was, Khandaker Mustaque Ahmed, who was the Foreign Minister in Tajuddin Ahmed’s Liberation War time Cabinet in 1971. Khandaker Mustaque was a mole within Awami League and within the Cabinet of Bangabandhu. He became the President after the killing of Bangabandhu on 15 August 1975. But the traitor Mustaque was not the lone player in the dirty game. Conspirators within the Army, powerful foreign powers and Pakistan, which never accepted the emergence and existence of Bangladesh joined in hands together, to defame Bangabandhu and his government with the goal of overthrowing him from power. Khandaker Mustaque’s conspiracy dated back from the time of Liberation War. Reports are there that he (Mustaque) contacted the US Consul General George Griffin in Calcutta and sent a message that if the US could arrange the release of Bangabandhu from Pakistan, he would try to convince the Mujibnagar government to call off the Liberation War and go for a federation with Pakistan. Griffin who had doubts in Mustaque’s credibility, was later declared persona non-grata in India and the conspirators later used Mustaque successfully to unseat and kill Sheikh Mujib. However, the main conspiracy to kill Bangabandhu was reported to have been hatched by a group of disgruntled army officers including Khandaker Abdur Rashid (a close relative of Khandaker Mustaque), Farookh Rahman, Shariful Hoque Dalim and others. All of them had earlier defected from the Pakistani Army and later according to reports, became clear that they were in fact, the 5th columnists working in disguise for Pakistan. There was also reported involvement of a few senior repatriates who were unhappy as the army who had joined the Liberation War were given two years of seniority in job. 

The conspiracies led to the brutal and heinous killings in the world history where the father of the Nation was gunned down, where his whole family members minus two young girls (Sheikh Hasina and Sheikh Rehana) were killed, including the 10-year old innocent child, Sheikh Rasel. Bangabandhu was killed and that too most brutally by the military, in association with several invisible collaborators. It’s indeed a dark chapter in the history of Bangladesh when the father of the nation was eliminated by a section of his own countrymen whom he loved and fought to give them freedom and a fresh lease of life from the hostilities of Pakistan. Never in a history of recent times, world has witnessed such a betrayal and treason by a group of his own people. 
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Bangabandhu was in the process of building up his infant nation inculcating secular ideals with progressive ideas and the new nation was marching forward towards new dimensions when his life was prematurely snuffed out. The perpetrators of his murder, most foul, were against secularism, liberty and democracy. It's largely perceived that the blue print of his assassination, aided by military might with tanks and artillery, was principally conceived and executed by extraneous forces who did not want Bangladesh become a secular state.  Pakistan can never escape the responsibility of its destructive role in run up to the liberation of Bangladesh. History will never spare Pakistan. According to the Political Secretary of Bangabandhu, one of the founders of ‘Mujib Bahini’ during the 1971 Liberation War and currently a leading Awami League Minister Tofayel Ahmed, “I don’t have any hesitation to say that Pakistan was involved with this killing, international big power is also involved’’. (Machranga tv report). Pakistan has never accepted the emergence of Bangladesh.  That we witnessed once again after the killing of Bangabandhu when Pakistan changed its diplomatic status towards Bangladesh. Just one day after Sheikh Mujib's assassination, President Bhutto of Pakistan announced that his country would immediately recognize the new regime and offered a gift of 50,000 tons of rice in addition to a generous gift of clothing. Was it mere killing of an individual person? By killing Bangabandhu the conspirators and the killers, both national and international, wanted to establish the Pakistani ideals, many of them even were dreaming to be re-united with Pakistan. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, daughter of Bangabandhu has recently said, “The 15th August massacre was not for only murdering a family, it was an effort to kill the victory of independence and the ideology with which Bangladesh was liberated in 1971 … those who couldn’t accept Bangladesh’s victory brutally assassinated Bangabandhu.”  Forces against the ideologies of Bangabandhu and Bangladesh were active and are still active. In the post-1975 period we saw the return of Islamic parties including Jamaat e Islami and its leader Golam Azam who had never accepted the independence of Bangladesh, who did not want Bangladesh; saw abolition of secularism and repression on the minority communities in Bangladesh. There was a serious threat to secular democracy, not only in Bangladesh, but also in the whole region of South Asia. Bangladesh today is the only country that has a secular government in power, starting from Turkey to Indonesia.  Bangladesh is emerging as a powerful tiger. But conspiracies are on to destabilize the country. It is high time to further mobilize the public opinion in favor of secular democracy and continuation of the secular democratic process in Bangladesh where all, irrespective of faiths can enjoy their lives and freedom freely. Only then the true honour and respect will be paid to the father of the nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. (15 August 2017). 

            UK Secular Forum happy over ban on Muslim Aid work
The Secular Forum U.K. in a statement issued to the press expressed happiness over the decision of the Bangladesh government on the bann of  the London-based charity organisation, Muslim Aid from working within the Rohingya refugee camps in Chittagong for their what they termed ‘harmful and suspicious’ activities. The press release said, Muslim Aid, the charity arm of Bangladesh Jamaat-e -Islami, was founded by the convicted war criminal Chowdhury Mueenuddin to raise funds from the British Bangladeshi Diaspora to finance Jamaati politics of hate and Islamist terrorism in Bangladesh. It is well known that Muslim Aid uses the charity monies to employ Jamaat/Shibir cadres in Bangladesh and to radicalise Rohingyas to become terrorists and Jamaat’s foot soldiers. Notable that Muslim Aid was also banned from conducting so-called relief work following the previous Rohingya crisis in 2012.

The UK Nirmul Committee or Secular Forum urged Muslim Aid to apologise to the donors in the UK and hand over the funds raised, to the appropriate authorities so that these can be distributed among the needy Rohingyas. The forum said, ‘we reiterate our appeal to the British Bengali Diaspora, particularly our new generation to never ever give any money to Muslim Aid, the so-called charity of the perpetrators of 1971 Genocide in Bangladesh’. It was issued by Mr. Syed Enamul Islam, Executive President of Nirmul Committee UK.
                   Pope to visit Myanmar and Bangladesh
Rome: The Vatican announced on August 28 that Pope Francis will make a two-nation apostolic visit to Asia.  ‎After visiting Myanmar on November 27 to 30, he will proceed to Bangladesh on November  30 to December 2. ‎Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario of Bangladesh regards Pope Francis’ upcoming visit to the ‎nation as a “blessing from God” that will be seen as a “pilgrimage of the Holy Father to the soul of the ‎people.”  For Bangladeshis, the visit will be a true and real experience of the Pope who will come in ‎direct contact with the people, said the Archbishop of Dhaka.  ‎
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In his comments to AsiaNews, Bangladesh’s first cardinal said, the papal visit will provide an ‎opportunity to touch him, be with him, stand on the same ground.  He said it is as if it is an answer to ‎the urgent need of the country’s “small Christian flock” to experience the pope personally. His visit to ‎the capital Dhaka is a concrete expression of his desire to "go to the peripheries" of the world.‎ 
With regard to Myanmar’s minority Rohingya Muslims seeking refuge in Bangladesh, he said that if the ‎Pope speaks at all speaks about the issue, he will certainly appreciate Bangladesh’s role.  However, he ‎said nothing has been decided yet on whether he will meet refugees from Myanmar. ‎ The cardinal along with Archbishop Moses Costa of Chittagong, recently visited refugee camps in southeastern Bangladesh.

The Pope, he said, will be welcomed by Muslims, Hindus and Buddhists, and everyone ‎would consider it a blessing being able to see, touch and hear him speak. The cardinal said that popes are ‎recognized as a voice of the conscience for the world. Around 90 percent of Bangladesh’s some 163 million people are Muslim. Hindus make up 9 ‎percent ‎and ‎Christians 0.3 percent, mostly Catholics. ‎

St. Pope John Paul II ‎visited the ‎nation 31 years ago in ‎November of 1986, as part of a 6-nation apostolic trip.  Before that, ‎Blessed Pope Paul VI ‎had briefly ‎stopped at Dacca (today Dhaka) airport on Nov. 27, 1970, when ‎Bangladesh was part of ‎Pakistan. ‎ (Source: AsiaNews)
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